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Counselors to Prepare Children in the Early Grades for the
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Abstract

This present study aims to design a training program
using online technology to train primary school counselors in the
early grades of elementary school to prepare children for entry to
the Saudi National Program for Identification of Gifted Students
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study adopted a
descriptive-analytical approach. The proposed training program
was developed based on an analysis of previous studies in the
field of educational counseling for gifted children in early
childhood, the needs of gifted students in public education in
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Saudi Arabia, and global standards for designing training
programs. The proposed training program consisted of seventeen
sequential training sessions covering key topics: concepts of
talentedness and giftedness, characteristics of gifted children,
counseling strategies and approaches, emotional and
psychological needs of young, gifted children, supportive digital
and technical environments, and community partnership in the
proposed training program. The program underwent an expert
review for content validity by thirteen specialists in the fields of
gifted education, educational counseling, and training program
design. The program was revised in accordance with their
scientific feedback and recommendations to enhance the quality
and effectiveness. The study recommended incorporating the
program into professional development plans for educational
counselors working with early grades’ students in elementary
schools. It also emphasized activation of counselors’ role in
identifying and supporting gifted children through standardized
counseling tools and practices. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes the importance of activating the preparation phase
within the National Saudi Gifted Identification Process and
integrating psychological and cognitive needs as essential
components.

Keywords: training program, counselors, early grades, child
preparation, national gifted identification program
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