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Abstract

The study aimed to explore the current state of gifted
education during early childhood in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, in light of the experiences of selected countries and the
influencing factors and forces. To achieve this objective, the
researcher employed the comparative descriptive method, using
George Bereday’s four-step approach. The countries selected for
comparison were the United States of America and Japan. The
study yielded several key findings, the most notable of which
include: gifted education programs in Saudi Arabia share many
theoretical similarities with contemporary global trends; the
comparison countries agree on the importance of gifted
education and employ a variety of methods and approaches for
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identifying gifted children. However, differences were observed
among the countries in terms of the number of institutions and
centers dedicated to gifted education, as well as in the sources of
funding. In the United States and Japan, funding is sourced from
multiple avenues, whereas in Saudi Arabia, it relies primarily on
government support. Japan’s programs are particularly
distinguished by their emphasis on innovation and invention and
the use of diverse identification methods. Additionally, the
United States demonstrates effective collaboration among
administrators, teachers, and parents for the identification and
support of gifted children. The study concludes with a set of
recommendations and proposals to enable the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to benefit from the experiences of the comparison
countries in nurturing gifted children during early childhood.
Keywords: Caring For The Gifted, early childhood, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Japan, United States of America.
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